AnnouncementPRIVATE 

  RAP-ROC
for

An Ecology Approach to Planning

RAP-ROC is a planning process developed and initiated by residents for improving the quality of life in the Ottawa region. The primary aim of RAP-ROC (Residents' Associated Process -- Region of Ottawa-Carleton) is to develop innovative approaches and projects for strategic planning in the region and for the review of the Official Plan for Ottawa-Carleton. It is a resident-based planning process. 

All residents of Ottawa-Carleton and the Greater Ottawa Region, which includes the Outaouais Regional Community, are invited to initiate projects and conversations to develop ways of renewing the social, economic and environmental quality of life through an ecology approach to planning.  Research projects, potluck supper conversations, workshops and other initiatives are being encouraged.

The essence of RAP-ROC is:

Citizens working together

and with their governments

in 

an ecology approach to planning
 Taking an ecology approach to planning involves seeing and understanding our human community, and each of us as individuals, as living in the larger ecology of the land. In the Ottawa area and Greater Ottawa Region, we live in the encompassing ecology of the lower Ottawa River region.  Once we take this step of seeing that we live within and are part of the natural ecology of the land, a new perspective is opened on how our quality of life is connected with nature.  We can then begin to learn to plan with the natural ecology of the land where we live. 

The Ottawa-Carleton Regional Planning Department has agreed to participate in RAP-ROC.  The Planning Department is maintaining a public "RAP-ROC Files" of residents' reports on their initiatives, projects and related activities.  The Files are open to everyone in the region. Projects and activities can also be filed through Freenet. (See below RAP-ROC Guidelines.)  In addition to maintaining the RAP-ROC Files, the Regional Planning Department will be sending residents' reports from the Files to the Planning Committee of Regional Council.  
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*Nikki Basuk, Lorne Peterson and Gail Stewart developed, designed and initiated the RAP-ROC planning process and the new planning philosophy, an ecology approach. This was done in consultation with other residents. They would like to thank the Region of Ottawa-Carleton Planning Department for its encouragement and co-operation in the development of RAP-ROC.  Several background documents are available on this new planning process and philosophy in the RAP-ROC Files at the Regional Planning Department, including a "Status Report" on RAP-ROC. If you would like further information about RAP-ROC, call Lorne Peterson at ____, or connect with the RAP-ROC discussion area on freenet.carleton.ca, under Misc. of the SIG category of the Main Menu.


RAP-ROC Guidelines

1. Participation
Everyone is invited, as a resident, including planners, elected officials, environmental group members and business people.  Bring your knowledge and creativity, and leave your special interests at the door. Start with the broad perspective of our human community living in the natural ecology of the land.

2. An Ecology Approach
As an individual resident, or in conversations that you or someone else has convened, consider the social, economic and environmental development of the region by taking an ecology approach.  Starting with the perspective of seeing our human community within the natural ecology of the lower Ottawa River region, explore how we, as individuals and as a community, can live and plan in our region in ways that will enhance the quality of life both for people and for the ecology of the land.

A Conversation Starter -- You could begin by exchanging stories about experiences where you felt within and part of nature. Or you could start with a question: Where do we live?  Explore this by looking at your community from neighbourhood to regional levels, and by finding out how we are connected with the natural ecology of the land.

Developing Approaches & Projects: After finding your own way of seeing & feeling our connections with the natural ecology of the land, focus on developing approaches or specific projects for improving the quality of life, such as creating better air quality. Explore different ways of doing things. Go beyond the conventional planning methods. Let your creativity and imagination go, and develop new concepts, perspectives and proposals. (See attached example of using an ecology approach [in-process].)  

3. Sharing & Reporting Projects
If you come up with approaches or projects that you would like to share more broadly, write them up briefly and post them to the RAP-ROC SIG on Freenet (under Misc. in the SIG category of Main Menu), or send them in a one or two page report to the "RAP-ROC Files", which the Planning Department has currently offered to hold and make publicly accessible. (RAP-ROC Files, c/o Pamela Sweet, Planning Dept., RMOC, 111 Lisgar St., Ottawa K2P 2L7.   Planning Department liaison person: Pamela Sweet, Tel: _____.) 

Both the reports filed to Freenet and the ones filed to the Planning Department will be made available directly to the Planning Committee of Regional Council. (Highlight your main points in a concise summary to make them accessible.)

4. Expressing Ideas Through Visual Media & other Communications
You may also communicate your approaches and projects through maps, photographs, drawings, paintings, textile art, poetry, music, songs, videos and other media. RAP-ROC projects that involve videos, paintings, photographs, dancing and similar forms of expression can be exhibited or performed in publicly announced places, such as community centres and RMOC headquarters. (A RAP-ROC exhibit space is being arranged at the RMOC Centre, Lisgar Street.)
