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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Findlay Creek far from sustainable

To the editor:

Re: ‘Findlay Creek builder fires back
atoritics,’ Dec. 6.

Mr Difresne falls to mention thit
part of this subdivision is in Tact 10
be constructed on land evaluated as
significant by the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources ln 1989, Fur-
thermore, various government agen-
cies, including Fisheries and Oceans
and Environment Canada, have ac-
knowledged that a significant portion
of the 313 hectare Leitrim Wetland will
be destroyed by the propased develop:
ment. .

My Dulresne’s statements about
protecting and not building on the
wethind are wishiul thinking a1 best,

Diaining 209% of Leitrim Wetland is like

veying to drain half a bath tub. 1t can't

be done without serious negative ini-
pavts for Leitrim Wetland as a whole.
Yot Tartan Developnients his recently

apphied to the Ontario Ministey of the

Environment for a permit 1o deain up
to. 17 million liters of water per day
for the next 10 years for thelr Findlay

Greek Village subdivision,

Mr. Dufresne fails to mention that
the various: approvals given for this
project were predicated on commpit-
ments from the developers 1 main-
tain the water levels:and plant com-
munities in the so-called “com” of the
wetlund [n the pre-construction state,
To date, the developers have failed to
abide by thelr commitments as acres
of trees and shrubs In the so-called
protected” portion of ihe Leitrim Wet-
land huve been killed.

Mr. Dufresne indicates that through
consultation, “technical study and
review of those technical studies, we
were able to’ detérmine that there
would be a wetland 10 be ser aside”
What Mr. Dufresne fails to mention
was thit at least five independent ex-
perts, ingluding Dr. Frederick Mighel,
Director of the Institute of Environ-
mental Science at Carleton University
and Pr. Clarke Topp, one of Canada's
foremost soil physicists, severely criti-
cized these studies.

M. Dufresne’s statement that Find-
lay Creek Village development ts based
‘on an environmentally sustainable
muodel™ is ludicrons.

Sol Shustar
Friends of the Leitrim Wetland
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