LOCAL NEWS

“This whole community is based on an

environmentally sustainable model’
Findlay Creek builder fires back at critics

BY SHEENA BOLTON
sholtonOthenewsenc.ca

fartan Homes' vice-pres-
ident 'says the longstand-
ing debate over the Findlay
Creek developments im-
pacts on the Leitrime Wet-
lands is a tempest ina teapot
since no building is planned
an any ecologically sensitive
ground.

“There is no ConsirUction
going on in the wetlands,”
said Pierre Dufresne. "We
believe, and we have many
reasons why we believe, that
none of the Leitrim Wetland
is ‘being encroached on by
development and thereisno
intent or ability fo encroach
those lands."”

Mr. Dhidresne was re-
sponding to an article on
the issue in last week's EMC,
having been unable o re-
spond hetore deadline.

“When 1 read this article
| wasnt dlarmed because
we have theen faced with
these rypes of dialogue, dis-
cussion, aecusptions and
what ave you by the same
numbsyr of people for the
Hist 15 vears now” he sdid.
") think 1S Important tha
we continue oy and set
the record straight. II's been
acknowledged that certain
things have been bappéning
within this community, that
certain degisions have been
miadde envimnmental,
techaical, policy wise, politi-
cally —and have been maile
tor 15 years and have been
reinforced time and time
again, through decisions,
approval processes, studies.
I don't think there is a proj-
ectin the country that would
have undergone the pmount
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Tartan Homes VP Pierre Dufresne says environmental groups concerned about the

impact of Findlay Creek phase two on the Leitrim Wetlands are missing the ecological

sensitivity of Tartan's plan.

ity on developer approvals
that they ended up handing
duoten 1o the manicipality at
(HE time,” said Nii. Dufrésne.
“When we went through the
approvals: process we wele
unaware of the imporiance
and the mtegrity bf this fea-
tae angd when we went to
siudy it we realbed, ‘well
wait & second. 16s much
mare of an environmental
assel and 1t does deserve
to be retained as such fora
whole bunch of reasons.”
The company strted
to research the wetland 16
years ago and decided to
keep the wetland undevel-
oped because It was “the

from atbim o wedand. This
first occarred inthe 97 re-
gional plan and every since
then has beent approved. It
wasinteresting to note there
were nn appeals to that If
anvone had real concerns
the wetland would be ex-
panded beyond that they
Ead the ability to appeal'the
tam."
~ Clronily Rirtad s in the
protess ol conveying these
fands: 1o the South Nation
Conservation Authority, for
their ensured protection.
Another issue Mr. Du-
fresne wanted ta clarify was
about the pumplng of water
that happened from Sep

responsihility in protecting
the wethind smd improving
fish habitat, which is spme-
thing ‘we are mandated to
do since we have Gn impad
on fish habitat. So we go out
and build to make the éreek
berter. There are ditches
huilt throngh the property
thathave to be filled 1o alldw
development w proceed,
So whal we are doing s re

 building those dirches in a

way that’s beneficial 1o fish
hahitar® _
Findlay Creek Viliage will
be buldlt as planned because
the companies have all the
envitonmentsl and  engh
neering approvils nesded,




~ of scrutiny and study this
project did at the federal lev-
el, at the provincial level and
at the municipal level and at
the publiclevel™

For the past 15 years
groups like The Friends of
Sy e sl
trying (o stop con n
- 10 the wetland,
which is logated between
Bank St and Albion Rd., just
south of Leitrim Rd.

“The wetland had besn
approved by the city and
the former region in their
official plans for develop-
ment (in 1968) and by the
province with their alwhnr

puhﬁtuhammmedin
this issue. Through several

ymm&mnfmmﬂm :

4 huge amount, and techni-

cal study and review of those fﬁe

technical studies we m
able to determine that there
would be a wetland to
ﬁﬁp.w'emaﬂowed
Jnmls 10 he - dmgmﬂﬂ

from the sit2 on a
hm&lhanlhtﬁﬂ.m

itersstad” ﬁm:s provincial regulations
allow.

“Fifty thousand sounds

~ like a huge amount but ap-
' parently it’s not: s a very

t amount and,

in fact, we do have permits

i take water 6n every single
e of our projects whether
have to or not; because
it's riot & very large amount.”
He said. “In this situation we

were constructing a buffer
drea berween (the wetland
@dmhimﬂd.l.l’mufmn-

%uld Mr. Dufresne.
"Weve spent a8 huge
nmmmnimnmaﬂ

ﬁningtﬁat?;:mmm
doing that for 15 years.
ﬂ:ongh walmelepl ri?ghts

'mumenm that we are go-
ing to be damaging it or do-
ing anything intentionally
‘to damage it. I mean, this
whole community is based
on an environmentally sus-
taiﬁhhlwmdé_‘

Environmental groups taking legal action on Findlay Creek

behind Findlay Creek and the City of coived an perl:eportthahheﬁnaalk
Ontawa. potential hab]ml for Blaading's Turiles,
'I‘Hempsuyﬂm&hunhhe _a threatened species under both fed-
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deMTm rﬁ&uﬁm ong=
quarter of 3] “hectares o Leitrim
~ wetlands and 2 within

them; m&ﬁgﬁm than 600 plant
mmﬁohwapmandm

mm kual mma;vaﬁtm guupd

eral and provineial legislation.™

“The lawsuit alleges “the OMB violat-
ed the rules of natural justice and pti-
cedural faimess when it dismissed the

g;pmlswilhnmanoppummywme
ellants (o present, thelr evidence

.l %;n?:ﬂdmm obtained by theap-

‘has confirmed that, if this area i b
rim 15 drained at pariicipants have & mean-
Mmﬁ"ﬂuﬁmlﬁéfﬁﬁm %luppormmtrlubehmd;‘"uﬂ -
: "said the  linda McCaffrey, Director of the Bco-
- have qe- Iwwmnm&lwmmatw .

—Please see LAWSUIT on page 8 :
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& basic prim:iples of faimess re-

LAWSUIT
Continwed fiom page 3

Univetsity. of Ottawa. “In this case, the OMB violated these
principles by allowing Findlay Creek Properties to withhald
key evidence from the groups about water lévels in the wet-
land. Simply put, our clienis deserve a fair hearing.”

‘Rmdmtsufmahﬂuidbeoutmmdﬂmmhmm
isgeﬁmgmcgmanlight. mldwﬂnmmfmmmmdmf

Leitrim Wetland. “Not only does provingial policy express

pmwmdmpm‘ on | - sigmincant wes-
lands, it is absurd to allow destruction of an ect i
ﬁkemws.ﬂﬂumr%dueﬂang.m

Pierre Dufresne, Vice-President of Tartan Land
tion, said last week that he themmcomﬁ
“nmeof&elz&ﬁm%ﬁandisbetngemwm
opment.”

Environmental groups have petitioned federal and
utndal officials on the issue five times, he added, tf'::

- “‘WMIflhqhnd eredibility, if somebody




