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Tbe tree canopy contributes positinly to: 

Reducing stormwatcr volumes 
Climate clKl!'Igc mitigation 
Air pollution reduction 
Heat i~land mitigation 
Lower energy usc 
Erosion reduction 
Enhancing human health mitigating skin 
cancer, asthma and lung diseases risks, 
reducing heat event cfibets, ctc. 

More attractive street design 
function/complete strc:ets/walkablc communities 
Crime reduction and enhanced community 
safct,·, slcms tramc 
Local food strategy 
Maint.'lining and enhancing biodiversity 
Supporting touflsm 
Attracting busines~, other employers and new 
reSIdents 

Issues Affecting Tree Canopy and Living Green Infrastntcture: 

Clmlatc dUlIlg« [l1tcnsivc agriculture 
Drought and flooding , Pm!ectioll of urbanirural Natural Features and 
Wind storm damage Special Areas/Provincially Sigllificant Wetlands 
Disease and insect threat and damag« (PSW), Areas ofNatural and Scientitlc Interest 
Invasive species (vegetation & e:;:ohc inse<.1:sj (ANSI) 
General tree maintenance Transportation infrastructure maintenance and 

, Damage I'rom gen~'fal city maintenance construction 
procedures and equipment (grass-cutting and · Gre, infrastructure (other than roads. bridges. 
SIlOW removal) etc,) maintenance and construction . Absence of life conditions nceessary tor · Loss ofhabitat and species 
healthy troos {nrban sidewalk trees. Leda · Provincial Acts and Statements (e.g Drainage 
clay, etc.) Act Planning Act, Municipal Act, Provincial 
T rcc planting programs Policy Statem~ut, etc.) 

, Intensification and infill!constructiol1 impacts · Education ofcity staff, elected representatives . Suburb dcvclopnwnt /Iand cieming and public re policies. practices. procedures and 
, Site alteration bylaws 

Aggregate extraction 

Bylllws tbat Clln help to protect. living green infrastructure and sensitive eeosystems: 

Regional gro\\1h strategies Tree prot~'Ction bylaws 

Om"ial community plans Soil rCllloval and depOSIt bylaws 

Zoning bylaws Pesticide use bylaws 

Development permit arc.·lS Invasive spocies bylaws 
Impact assessment Security payments 
Watcrwursc protection b~'Ia\\s Subdi vision servicing byla ws 
Rainwater management b) laws Development c.oS! charges bylaws 
Landscaping br1aws Riparian lax exemption bylaws 
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Appendix: Suggestions for Specific Content Components of a Tree Canopv 

Master Plan 

OFGAC fmiher recommends that components of a oomprehenRive Tree Canopy Master Plan 
WQuid include the fbllowing specific actions: 

New compont'nts: 
• 	 Developing and Implementing a Heritage Tree Designation Process 
• 	 Developing and Implementing a Rural Tree/Forest Conservation Byl.aw (compliment to 

the Crban Tree Conservation Bylaw) 
• 	 Developing and Implementing a Site Alteration Bylaw 
• 	 Developing and Implementing a Wildlife Strategy 
• 	 Undeltaking comprehensive annual data collection and mapping to establish baseline 

information which will facilitate more informed decision-making 
• 	 Developing and implementing a comprehensive public education and outreach strateh'Y 
• 	 Implementation of a comprehensive city staff educatio115trategy 
• 	 Development of a public volunteer component 
• 	 Allocating stall' and timding to fully implement the Tree Canopy Master Plan 

Modifying existing plans, poliries and proce,sses: 
• 	 Incorporating, as a priority, retention of existing tree canopy/living green infrastructure in 

all city policies and practices 
• 	 Fully funding and implementing the Urban Natural Features Acquisition Plan 
• 	 Modifying the existing Urban Tree Conservation Bylaw with additional measures to 

strengthen retention of existing trees 
• 	 Adding stronger elements to the existing Envimnmental Impact Stat.ement process and 

Tree Conservation Reports to benetit retaining existing trees 
• 	 Increasing staIr delegated to the assessment of Environmental Impact Statement Reports 
• 	 increasing permanent &'tat1 and funding for ForestlY Services Division 

The above list i5 not comprehensive - merely a beginning. After in-depth examination of the 
TeMP concept by city staff; further gaps IDld actions should be identified< 

Note: Ii would bt' of great benefit to the city's Tree Canopy if an rntensificat.ioll Master 
Plall that addressed mallY current planning and development issues which resilit ill the 
lIet loss (If h'ees and greeIlSpaces was also developed I\lId implementt'd as soou as 
possible. 


