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The tree canopy contributes positively ta:

Reducing stommwater vohames

Climare change mitigation

Aur polhitson reduction

Hent island mutigation

Lower energy use

Erosion reduction

Frhgncing human health - mitigating skin
cancer, asthma and lung diseascs risks.
reduciing hent event etfects, cle.

More atiractive sircet design and ’:
function/complate streets/walkable communitics |
{rime reduction and enhanecd community
safetv, slows tratfic

Locil food strategsy

Maintaining and ephancing biodiversity
Supporting tourism

Attracting businwss, othor crglovers and new
residents

Issues Affecting Tree Canopy and Living Green

Infrastructure;

Chmate changg

Drought and flooding

Wind siorm damage

Discase and insect threat and damags

b
i

Invasive species {vegetation & exobic nsects) |

Oeneral trec mamtenancy

Damagye from general ety maintenance
procedures and ¢guipment (prass-cutting and
Sipow remevak}

Absence of hifc conditions neeessary for
healthy trees {urban sidowalk trees, Leda
clay, ete )

Tree planting programs

Intcnsificatsan and intill/construction impaces
Suburh devetopment fdand cleanng

Site alteration

Agurepate oxfraction

v

intensive agriculture

Protuction of urbas/rural Natural Feaares and
Special Arcas/Provincialiv Significant Wetlands
{(FEWY, Arcas of Natumal and Scientific Interest
{ANSD

Trangporation infrastruciuce manlsnance and
construction

Gres infrastructure (other than roads. bndaes,
g ] masntenance and construction

Loss of habitat and species

Provincial Acts and Statements (@ Dranage
Act. Planming Act. Municipal Act. Provincial
Policy Statement, ¢ic.)

Educarion of city staft. clected represemtatives
and pubhc re policics, practices. procedures and
bvlaws

Regional growth stetegics
Ottieial community plans
Zearing bylaws
Development pernnt arsas
impact assessment
Watcrcourse protection bylaws
Rainmwater managoement by laws
Landscaping by faws

Bylaws that can help to protect iving green infrastructure and sensitive ecosystems:

Trew protection brlaws

SoH removal and deposit by lsws
Pesticade vse bvlaws

fnvasive spocies byvlaws

Secutiy pavments

Subdivision servicing byvlaws
Developroent cost charges bylaws
Ripanan tax exemption bylaws ;
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Appendix: Suggestions for Specific Content Components of a Tree Canopy

Master Plan

OFGAC further recommends that components of a comprehensive Tree Canopy Master Plan
would include the following specific actions:

New components:

Developing and implementing & Heritage Tree Designation Process

Developing and Implementing a Rusal TreeForest Conservation Bylaw (compliment to
the Urban Tree Conservation Bylaw)

Dievetoping and Implementing a Site Alteration Bylaw

Developing and Implementing a Wildlife Strategy

Undertaking comprehensive annual data collection and mapping to establish baseline
infarmation which will facihitate more informed decision-making

Developing and Implemeniing a comprehenstve public education and outreach strategy
Implementation of a comprehensive city stall education strategy

Development of a public volunieer component

Allocating staft and funding to fully implement the Tree Canopy Master Plan

Modifving existing plans, policies and processes:

Incorporaiing, as a priority, retention of existing tree canopy/living green infrastructure 1n
all city policies and practiees

fully funding and implemeaniing the Urban Natural Features Acquisition Plan

Moditving the existing Urban Tree Conservation Bylaw with additional measures to
strengthen retention of existing frecs

Adding stronger elements to the existing Environmental Impact Statement process and
Tree Conservation Reports 1o benefit retaining existing trees

Increasing staft delegated to the assessment of Eovironmental tmpact Statement Reports
Increasing perhanent statf and funding for Forestry Services Division

The above iist 15 not comprehensive - merely a beginnimng. After in-depth examination of the
TCMP concept by ¢ity staff, further gaps and actions should be identified.

Note: It would be of great benefit 1o the city’s Tree Canopy if an Intensification Master
Plag that addressed many curresnt planaing and development issues which result ia the
net loss of trees and greenspaces was also developed and implemented as soon as
possible.



