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What is the Ottawa Bird Count? 

 

• A rigorous, volunteer-based, long-term survey of birds in 
an expanding city 

 

• Mission: Learning to create cities that are habitat for 
birds and people 

 

• Guiding Principles:  
– Science – long-term monitoring in a changing landscape 

– Open-Access – public database 

– Sustainability – biological monitoring in human environments 

 

 

 



+ 

What have we learned so far? 
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Population estimates 
Corrected Population Estimates (short horizontal bars) 
(Best estimate of the species’ population, after correcting for: 

observer effects,  

species’ detectability,  

non-representative habitat sampling,  

pair correction factor) 



Newest list of species at risk in Ottawa 

 



Newest list of species at risk in Ottawa 

 ~ 10,000 



Density maps 













Imagining Ottawa’s Future 
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So Far… 

• Built a database of 30 000 observations 

• Bird Song Course 

• Shown that the rigorous field methods work and are 

useful 

• Established continental and global collaborations 

• Initial population estimates 

• Published one scientific paper 

• Created density maps 

• Preliminary explorations of future scenarios for 

Ottawa’s development 
 



The future: 

• What information is useful to the Greenspace 

Alliance? 

 

• New surveys? 

– Migratory stopover habitat in the city? 

– Winter bird community? 

• Surveys for species at risk? 

 

• Further work on scenario modelling? 

 

www.OttawaBirds.ca 

Adam Smith – ottawabirds@sympatico.ca  
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