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Ottawa Natural Systems Team 
Core Team 
 Marica Clarke:  Program Manager, Land Use and Natural 

Systems 
 Nick Stow, Ecologist 
 Amy MacPherson, Ecologist 
 Jennifer Boyer, Planner 
 Lise Guevremont, Planner 
 Mark Richardson, Planning Forester 
 Martha Copestake, Planning Forester 
Supporting 
 Matthew Hayley, Development Review Planner 
 Sami Rehman, Development Review Planner 
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Quick Facts 

Area is 2826 km2 
•1/3 Urban 
•1/3 Agriculture 
•1/3 Natural Area 

 

30% forest cover: 
•8% interior 
•3% deep interior 

 

•20% wetland cover: 
•Overlap with forest 
•Approx. 60% of 
original 
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Provincial Policy 
Statement 2005 
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Natural Heritage 
Policies 
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Official Plan Schedule A – Rural Land Uses 
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Natural Heritage System 
Designations 

• No development or site alteration 
• No negative impact from adjacent development (EIS required). 

Significant 
Wetlands 

• Core rural natural landscapes 
• Restricted uses. 
• Development limited to a single dwelling on a existing lot with road 

frontage 

Natural 
Environment Areas 

• Core urban natural areas 
• Priorities for acquisition (subject to budget) 
• No development or site alteration. 

Urban Natural 
Features 

• Other rural natural areas and features:  mainly woodlands. 
• No negative impact from development (EIS required) 

 

Rural Natural 
Features 
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Limestone 
Resource 
Area 

Rural 
Natural 
Feature 

Urban 

Provincially 
Significant 
Wetland 

Agricultural 
Resource Area 

General 
Rural 
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Natural 
Environment 
Area 

PSW 

RNF 
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Zoning Bylaw 
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Moving from a “features” approach 
to a “systems” approach 

 Ottawa’s natural heritage system consists 
mainly of poorly connected, core natural 
areas. 

 How do we integrate them into a natural 
areas network? 
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Greenspace Master 
Plan 
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Urban Natural 
Features Strategy 
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Agreement with the Greenspace 
Alliance 

“Prior to the next comprehensive Official Plan 
Review in 2014, the City will identify and map 
existing and conceptual natural heritage linkages at a 
City-wide scale, including consideration of regional 
linkages outside the City boundaries.  The City will 
carry out this work either in partnership with other 
organizations or agencies (e.g. The Nature 
Conservancy of Canada or the National Capital 
Commission) or on its own.” 
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Collaborative Approach to Natural 
Systems Planning 

 Three partners and three scales: 
 Nature Conservancy of Canada:  Ottawa 

contributed $20,000 to help fund development 
of the Ottawa Valley Conservation Plan 

 Ottawa has completed its Natural Landscape 
Linkage Analysis 

 The National Capital Commission has 
completed its Greenbelt Master Plan 
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Greater Landscape Context:  Algonquin to 
Adirondacks (A2A) 
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Ottawa Valley Conservation Plan 
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Greenbelt Master Plan 
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Landscape Linkage Analysis 
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Current Challenges 

• Pre-emptive land 
clearing 

• Clearing for 
agriculture 

• Loss of 
unevaluated 
wetlands 

• Emerald ash borer 
• Loss of mature, 

urban trees 
• Planting 

restrictions in new 
suburban 
communities 

• Costs of acquisition 
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Current Initiatives 

• Conservation 
and 
Stewardship 
Plan 

• Urban Forest 
Management 
Plan 

• Urban 
Natural 
Features 
Strategy 

• Review of 
Significant 
Woodlands 

• Sustainable 
funding 
review 
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Questions? 
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