
 
 
 
 
To:     Members of Planning Committee, and Melody Duffenais, Committee Coordinator 
c.c.     the other Members of Council, and Dawn Whelan, Council Coordinator 
 
Re:   Planning Committee, Item 5, Agenda 14, 22 September 2015  
        Protocol for Wildlife Protection During Construction – Updated 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
The recommendations within the Wildlife Construction Protocol are good ones, however, as a stakeholder 
organization, we are frustrated and disappointed that the key implementation tool that was included in 
the draft Wildlife Construction Protocol has been eliminated.   
 
The removal of the requirement for developers to submit a Wildlife Mitigation Plan and Construction Site 
Management Plan will substantially eliminate the most effective means to reduce direct harm to wildlife 
during construction.  Also, without any clear means to implement the other recommendations within the 
Protocol, it will mean that homeowners will continue to bear the cost of conflicts with wildlife in areas of 
new development.   
 
A Wildlife Construction Protocol was first approved by Regional Government 15 years ago for this very 
reason.  It was not implemented given that amalgamation occurred the same year. 
 
In 2013, Ottawa City Council approved a Wildlife Strategy that was centered on ‘wildlife-sensitive 
planning’ and in which the Wildlife Construction Protocol was listed as a priority.   
 
Having an effective Wildlife Construction Protocol will, therefore, be the first important test of the City’s 
commitment to wildlife-sensitive planning.  However, the City will fail this test unless the 
recommendations below are addressed.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
1)  Wildlife Resources Officer: While it’s disappointing that the Protocol has been watered down, the 
one hope that the positive recommendations within the Protocol are put into practice would be the 
establishment of a Wildlife Resources Officer.  This position was one of the priority items in the Wildlife 
Strategy approved in 2013 but was deferred until the current term of Council.  
 
It is difficult to see how the ‘best practices’ in the Wildlife Construction Protocol can be effectively 
implemented and enforced without a Wildlife Resources Officer or a comparable position on the 
development review side of things.   
 
Within the recommendations, the goal of avoiding the most sensitive times of year for the initial clearing 
of a site, when the greatest harm is done to wildlife, particularly in large areas of wildlife habitat, will be 
an important element in a successful Protocol.  
 
It is an aspect that will continue to get public attention as people will not accept that living creatures 
which feel pain and suffering are not accorded the same degree of protection as trees receive under the 
City of Ottawa’s Tree Conservation Guideline. The initial stripping, digging, moving of earth and felling 
of trees in large natural areas should not be an intentional death sentence for the animals that reside there.  
 



The other priority item in the Wildlife Construction Protocol is to ensure that educational materials are 
provided for new homeowners and abutting neighbours. It is not only wildlife that suffer when there is a 
lack of wildlife planning but homeowners pay a high price in dealing with the resulting wildlife conflicts, 
including expensive animal removal, damage repair costs and having to deal with orphaned young 
wildlife when inappropriate actions are unwittingly taken.  All of which can be avoided by having 
developers provide residents with proper information in advance.  It is simply good public relations that 
would reflect positively on developers that market their projects as “living close to nature”.  The City of 
Ottawa has invested funding in a wildlife handbook, prepared by Let’s Talk Science, (as one of the 
Wildlife Strategy recommendations) that, with very slight modification, would serve as an excellent 
resource for developers to provide their homeowners.    
 
2) Ensuring a Fair and Transparent Process: If, as the City reports, the majority of the 106 
submissions received were in support of the draft Protocol based on the public consultation held last 
February/March, why was the Protocol so significantly altered with respect to its implementation? 
 
Stakeholders were assured that all submissions, both in support and opposed, along with staff comment 
would form part of the report going to Committee, similar to the Wildlife Strategy report in 2013 which 
included all written submissions and staff comments  in a 70-plus page public consultation summary.  
 
However, the report tabled at Planning Committee today does not include any submissions and provides 
only a page and a half of the thinnest of comments with a simple statement “as a result of the feedback 
received, the draft protocol was revised”.  So where is that feedback and why is it not part of the public 
record?  
 
The revised Protocol will appear to those Ottawa residents that took the time to respond to the public 
consultation that it was a ‘bait and switch’ exercise. Furthermore, the lack of fairness and transparency in 
reporting on that consultation will deter many people from engaging with the City in the future.  
 
After 15 years since the initial proposal for a Wildlife Construction Protocol in Ottawa, it is time for the 
City to move forward with a Protocol that is more than just nice words – the need is for action.    
 
 
Donna DuBreuil, President 
Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre 
(613) 726-8178 
www.wildlifeinfo.ca 
 
 
  
 

 

http://www.wildlifeinfo.ca/

