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To whom it may concern     24 November 2015

EXPERIMENTAL PLOTS AT THE CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM          

It has been my privilege to be involved with the Rothamsted long-term agricultural field 
experiments for more than 50 years and thus to have first-hand experience of the value of 
such experiments. Archival evidence suggests that some 20 years after starting his 
experiments in the 1840s Sir John Lawes was thinking about whether to continue but writing 
in the 1880s he commented that he had found that year on year they had become more 
valuable. And this has proved to be so, especially in recent decades. What is now evident 
from these experiments is that for the crops grown provided the crop, the soil, the climate 
and the management are appropriate for the cropping system, food production is sustainable
– a most important message for today. But soil and crop and climate are not the same 
everywhere and to test cropping systems in a range of agro-climatogical conditions requires 
long-term experiments in those regions. In some of the more recent Rothamsted experiments
it was more than 20 years before yields began to decline but because these were long-term 
experiments it was possible to test modifying nutrient inputs and the control of weeds, pests 
and diseases to maintain crop yields and the lessons learnt could be communicated to 
farmers. 

The importance of the experimental plots on the Central Experimental Farm in Ottawa is 
because, as experience here at Rothamsted shows, it can take tens of years for the 
equilibrium between the biological, chemical and physical properties of the soils to be 
established. Research on these interactions on different soils and climates under the 
imposed experimental treatments allows us to better understand and control soil fertility and 
thus crop production and food security for future generations. 

I understand that there is a proposal that the site of the experimental plots should be used for
a hospital. Is there nowhere else on the site that could be used for this building? Another site 
might be less convenient and the cost might be greater but how does that compare with the 
investment already made in the current experimental plots, the information already provided 
and the undoubted benefit that will come in future with the continuity of the plots.

Yours Sincerely

Johnny Johnston

A.E. (Johnny) Johnston
Lawes Trust Senior Fellow
Rothamsted Research
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