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Check against delivery

Back in January 2018, with the participation of senior City staff, about 100 people gathered on a 
Saturday morning to discuss planning issues under the theme of "Ottawa, a City of Neighbourhoods."  
Many of us were led to believe that the City had bought into the idea of building up the new Official 
Plan from the ground up, beginning with asking what people want for their neighbourhoods.

The recent Live-sized Cities series on TVO with Mikael Colville-Anderson demonstrated over and 
over what difference it makes to one's quality of life when neighbourhoods are empowered and listened
to.

The Workplan before you signals instead that what we can expect is same old, same old: Two waves of 
discussion papers, an impossibly long list of stakeholders, a Sponsors group of the chairs and vice-
chairs of the planning and rural affairs committees who are to "champion and support" the project.

[In a related context I have challenged staff to explain what new they have to say, knowing that 9 
papers were produced for the 2007 OP review, and 23 papers for the Choosing our Future exercise in 
2012.]

Worse, what neighbourhood grounding there is in the current OP appears in danger of disappearing.  I 
quote from page 17 of the staff report: "Staff anticipate that the new Plan will consolidate the existing 
four volumes that make up the Plan today. These include Secondary Plans and site-specific policies 
(which will be reviewed to remove duplication or conflicting policies and directions)."

I have carefully read the Beyond 2036 report and regret to say I found it largely an exercise in futility, 
with a bias.  Futility in that the scenarios are just some of many conceivable, the discussion of drivers 
rarely rises above generalities and the planning implications mostly border on stating the obvious.

With a bias because, apart from one scenario that would see Ottawa essentially remain a government 
town (implications of which are ignored in the rest of the report), the authors are convinced that we'll 
be a metropolis of 2-3 million by the end of the century, we'll all be fully digitized knowledge workers 
and be able to zip seamlessly to both Montreal and Toronto on high-speed trains.

Still, to its credit, staff draws some good lessons from the exercise: housing choices are inadequate, 
future modes of mobility are uncertain, urban communities that have been densified are not seeing the 
benefits, we must strengthen neighbourhoods as we renew its infrastructure and raise its level of transit 
service (no idea what that means), Ottawa can leverage its attributes better, and urban, suburban and 
rural communities all have something to complain about.  Unfortunately, I don't see  in this list any 
urgency to deal with climate change -- a very concerning omission.

Councillors, if I had my way, I would throw this Workplan out.  Instead, I would direct staff to, over the
next two years, do two things: review and update all Secondary Plans, turn all Community Design 
Plans into SPs, fill in the gaps where there is neither a SP nor a CDP; and at the same time develop a 
consensus document expressing what we can all agree on: a Vision, Principles, Objectives, and 
Constraints.



[We could also, instead of engaging in idle speculation, ask more fundamental and more directly 
planning-related questions.  E.g., do we need a zoning by-law? The version we have has been 
dysfunctional from day 1.  Would a form-based rather than the current use-based rulebook be more 
effective?]

I appreciate the motion to substitute the January 2019 version of the report for the older version. I hate 
to tell you, this supposedly corrected version could use more copy-editing.  But if you want me to point
out where, you'll have to pay me!

Not a copy-editing matter is the claim in Annex 1 that the grand total of 302 responses to a survey that 
was available online for 2 1/2 months mean a 76% "overall response" rate. Worse is that any weight is 
given at all to all of 10 responses from young people in another survey. That the staff report 
summarizes these "feedback" results without blushing instills little confidence in the consultation 
process that we are to see over the next three years.

Chair Harder, in her op-ed in the Ottawa Business Journal, promised that the City "will ensure that 
future development is adapted to the needs of residents and businesses within each community."  Why 
then not start out by finding out what residents and businesses want! This Workplan does not do that.

I conclude by invoking some of the final words of the late Paul Dewar:
"It is hard to know how to make a difference.

The secret is not to focus on how to solve the problem, but to concentrate on what you can 
contribute -- to your country, your community and neighbours."

This is my contribution. I thank you for your attention, and wish you Godspeed.

Erwin Dreessen
Ward 16


