
  

This note is follow up to the meeting May 15 “Towards a People’s Official Plan for 
Ottawa’s Climate Crisis”.  

Thank you all again for coming to the meeting, and showing your commitment to 
making Ottawa’s New Official Plan a more transformative and meaningful 
framework for the physical development of Ottawa. In discussions with Paul 
Johanis (Greenspace Alliance), Robb Barnes (Ecology Ottawa) and Roland Dorsay 
(FCA) we would like to suggest the following next steps: 

1.    Sign on to a collective response to the discussion papers Paul is drafting, 
urging the City to make the climate crisis a central unifying theme and key 
metric of the Official Plan (a draft will come to you shortly). 

2.    Communicate directly with the City on actions you believe can make 
positive contributions to addressing Ottawa’s climate crisis. The two pathways 
available are a public survey, and email where written comments are received 
(planning@ottawa.ca). 

3.    Continue to cooperate with us and other organizations in the development 
and communication of common messages with climate mitigation and 
adaptation impacts, for use in the Official Plan process and other plans 
(transportation master plan, etc.). Our current list of messages/action areas is: 

·      Protect and foster Nature in the City (e.g. hold the line on expansion to 
protect natural areas, intensify urban forestry, establish pocket parks, etc.) 

·      Encourage dense, socially integrated neighbourhoods, with a focus on 
mid-rise buildings near transit (the “missing middle”). 
·      Invest strongly in healthy transportation (public transit, biking, walking, 
etc.) 

·      Eliminate GHG emissions resulting from the City of Ottawa's own 
operations within the planning period, and set policies for a complete 
public and private energy transition. 
·      Invest in the green economy, including the environmental services and 
food security provided by agriculture and rural areas. 
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Each of these action areas can be fleshed out with more specific actions 
prioritized by those who know them best. To support further development, we 
propose to: 

1.    Organize a meeting on Thursday, June 20 at the Champlain Park Field House 
(7 pm) to develop specific recommendations for several of the above action 
areas. Note that the output of this meeting can be used as an input to a public 
meeting June 24 or 26 organized by Shawn Menards’ office, attended by City 
planning staff. 

2.    Set up an online platform where common messages and specific actions are 
developed and communicated through our combined networks. 

3.    Organize in the early fall a major workshop on making the climate crisis a 
unifying theme and key metric for the New Official Plan and related master 
plans (transportation, greenspace, etc.). 

  

 


