
Exchange between Paul Johanis and Jan Harder re: cut and fill on Jock River floodplain 
 
On Thursday, February 6, 2020, 09:10:18 p.m. EST, PAUL JOHANIS <pjohanis@rogers.com> wrote: 
I am writing to you in your role both as Chairs of Planning and Environmental Protection committees, 
and as councillors for Barrhaven and Goulbourn. We wish to register our concerns regarding two current 
development projects in Barrhaven that pose risks to significant greenspace.  
First, we have learned from the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority that their Board has recently 
approved what appears to be a highly irregular cut and fill permit whereby massive amounts of earth 
moving would be allowed in the flood plain on the north side of the great bend of the Jock River in 
Barrhaven. We have seen correspondence from senior City staff that supports this major site alteration 
in the name of potential future residential development. These lands are not currently included in the 
City's inventory of vacant urban residential lands and are not candidates to be so designated without an 
OP amendment as they are in a flood plain. This support seems to have been provided absent any 
regular City process or consideration. It seems to us that such a major departure from normal land use 
planning and Official Plan policies should be brought through an open City process which includes 
consultation and public engagement. We believe that the RCVA approval is null and void and will call on 
them to rescind it until such time as the City undertakes the appropriate planning process to consider 
the issue.  
 
Paul Johanis 
Chair, Greenspace Alliance of Canada's Capital 
 
------------------------------------------------ 
 
Mr. Johanis, 
  
Thank you for your email. There is definitely a great deal of misinformation and confusion around both 
of the matters that you have addressed below. I will attempt to clarify these for you: 
  
The Jock River Floodplain work that you have referenced is not related to any City of Ottawa Planning 
Application. Notwithstanding the fact that these lands are designated in the City Official Plan for 
residential development, the work you have seen underway relates to a Conservation Authorities Act 
approval by the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority to improve the conveyance capacity of the Jock 
River corridor and to enhance the Jock River corridor in Barrhaven from Highway 416 to the Kennedy-
Burnett Stormwater Management Facility. 
  
As part of this proposal, the applicant Barrhaven Conservancy Development Corporation, will be 
undertaking works to expand the Jock River riparian corridor by adding over 150 acres of Wetland and 
Activated Open Space along the north side of the River. As noted above, the work program will allow for 
an improved conveyance capacity of the Jock River during major storm events and will prevent flooding 
on the adjacent urban development lands. To complete the proposal, lands outside of the expanded 
Jock River conveyance area, are being filled to an elevation above the existing 1/100 year Jock River 
water levels. Once completed, the regulatory Flood line for the area governed by the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority will be realigned to reflect the floodway corridor enhancements.  These works 
are being completed as part of a careful and balanced cut/fill effort. 
 
 Quick Facts: 
- No development is being proposed within a floodplain; 
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- Permits have been issued for the works on site in accordance with Provincial and Municipal policy; 
Improvements to the Jock River corridor will allow for a significant gain in ecological benefit to the area 
and watershed overall; 
- No upstream or downstream water level increases, erosion or disturbances will result; 
- Once complete, the Jock River improvements will allow for development opportunities to occur 
outside of the floodplain in a key growth area for the City of Ottawa already identified and designated 
for residential development. 
  
Below is an aerial photo of the existing and future conditions. 
 
Jan 
 

 
 

 


