
Dear Mayor Watson,  
 
On the agenda of the Council meeting of February 12, there is an item for a report from ARAC on the 
Goulbourn Provincially Significant Wetlands. It contains a recommendation to Council to reject staff 
recommendations regarding an Official Plan amendment and Zoning Bylaw amendment to protect the 
entirety of the Goulbourn PSW as delineated by the OMNRF in 2019 and to substitute instead its own 
recommendation to protect only that part which is covered by the Flewellyn Special Study Area (see map 
attached). The only rationale provided is that there is "an interest" to do so.  
 
This report to Council was expected to be the culmination of a 17 year process of delineation, litigation, 
appeals, reviews and studies, the last several years guided by direction provided by the OMB in OPA 76. 
Everything was carried out by City staff accordingly, who bent over backwards to ensure that land owners 
had an opportunity to state their claims and defend their positions. Excluding half the of the area from 
protection at the eleventh hour, on the basis of a motion of dubious legality sponsored by the local 
councillor, is essentially in bad faith. Why would the City waste everyone's time and effort, including rate 
payers' money, just to dump half the recommendations at the last minute?  
 
The local Councillor argued at Committee that if the Province wished to have these significant wetlands 
designated in the Official Plan it would have to force the City to do so. Again, this is in bad faith. A due 
process completed according to the specific instructions of the senior planning authority, in this case the 
OMB, should not be passed off to Council in what amounts to grandstanding. I understand that rural 
councillors are sensitive to the needs and views of rural residents but ARAC should not be a rural club. It 
must represent first and foremost the public interest. Passing this recommendation off to Council is 
irresponsible and just sets up a confrontational rural vs urban vote. For Council to accede and pass it off 
to the Province to intervene would be the height of irresponsibility.  
 
Rather, we expect Council to take its responsibilities seriously and to do the right thing.  Approve staff 
recommendations and extend the protection of Official Plan designation to the entirety of the Goulbourn 
PSW. In the context of the climate emergency, protecting and preserving our wetlands to the maximum 
extent possible is elementary. No other course of action can be seriously considered.    
 
Having made this correct decision, the City could turn its attention to how to incentivize the ongoing 
protection of these wetlands. We are fully in accord with the notion that owners of public goods that 
provide positive externalities, like owners of wetlands, ought to be compensated for the ecological 
services they provide, from which all Ottawa residents benefit. This would be a worthy goal for ARAC to 
pursue in the public interest.                
 
Paul Johanis 
Chair, Greenspace Alliance of Canada's Capital 

 


