
Application to the Community Foundations of Canada Healthy Communities Initiative  

 

1. Tell us about your organization 

 

The Greenspace Alliance of Canada’s Capital (GACC) is a volunteer, not-for-profit corporation under 

federal law, which works with community organizations and individuals to preserve and enhance natural 

areas in the National Capital area, including public and private green spaces, wetlands and waterways. 

This includes projects to restore and create greenspace, such as the Poets’ Pathway, linking Beechwood 

Cemetery to Britannia Park via Alta Vista, the Heron/Walkley/Kitchener lands and the Southern and 

Western Corridors. 

 

We collaborate with conservation and community organizations such as the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 

Club, the Federation of Citizens’ Associations, Ecology Ottawa, Community Associations for 

Environmental Sustainability and other regional and local community groups to advocate for the 

protection and preservation of greenspace. 

 

We provide a website and e-mail listserv for public information and discussions. 

 

We engage with local residents and respond to the threats to greenspace that they report. We also 

engage with decision makers to advocate for stronger protections for greenspace in the policies and 

plans they develop and implement. All local and regional residents benefit from any success we achieve 

in protecting greenspace and tree canopy, especially now in the in the context of climate change.   

 

Diversity, equity and inclusion 

 

Since 2008, one of our major projects has been the Peoples Official Plan, a long term collective effort to 

ensure that the City of Ottawa's new Official Plan provides an effective response to climate change. This 

has led us to broaden our network to include affordable housing and homelessness groups, equitable 

transportation groups such as the Healthy Transportation Coalition and other equity seeking groups 

such as the City-wide All Womens' Initiative. As part of this process, we, with our partners, have held in 

person and virtual workshops bringing several hundred people to work together on climate solutions in 

healthy, equitable and green communities. Through this proposed project with Kichi Sibi Trails, we 

would further extend our engagement with indigenous people through direct work with them and as 

partners and supporters of the Chief Pinesi Portage at Rockcliffe Project.  

 

Please describe the group 

 

Kichi Sibi Trails, an unincorporated, grassroots not-for-profit group 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/2752588508388044) contacted us and presented a proposal to 

partner with them on the Chief Pinesi Portage project. This group's mission to revitalize indigenous trails 

and portages in eastern Ontario and West Quebec and to raise awareness of the deep history of 

Indigenous peoples, lands and waters in Algonquin Anishinaabe territory is consistent with our mandate 



and our Board approved this collaboration. The bulk of the budget is meant to support their 

contributions to the project. 

 

Their contact person is: Dr. Peter Stockdale (drpeterstockdale@gmail.com, 613-852-4527)   

 

 

2. Tell us about your project. 

 

The proposed Chief Pinesi Portage Trail at Rockcliffe runs for 2.7 kms from “Portage” Bay on the Ottawa 

River to the St. Patrick Bridge in Stanley Park. Funding this initiative would be the first indigenous-

focused, supported and partnered project for Healthy Communities in Ottawa-Gatineau and eastern 

Ontario.  

 

There are three key pieces.  

1) Refurbish an unsafe former 100 m National Capital Commission trail that lies 200m west of Rockcliffe 

Park pavillion with stonedust. The rest of the route is mostly accessible but requires signs and 

commemorating.  

2) Commission 2 art pieces by Algonquin artists: a) a ceramic mural by Doreen Stevens on Stanley Park 

Field House and b) a logo and trail marker by Simon Brascoupe  

3) Install trail markers with QR codes on signs that would link to a new trails website 

4) Engage local students to interview trail users, and descendants of Chief Pinesi and encourage outdoor 

indigenous youth programming with Wabano Centre for Aboriginal Health, hopefully in collaboration 

with the Ottawa Riverkeeper.  

 

Outcomes:  

- Better health through outdoor activities. 

- Better sense of urban indigenous identity and settler knowledge of indigenous places. 

- A model for the next indigenous trail project. 

 

As this is the anchor project for the trails initiative, the project will continue to be learned from and 

celebrated in the evolving network of trails. The markers and website will be used throughout the 

system. The comprehensive data collected about the trails will serve and owned by the Algonquin 

people, the trails group, and maintained at Carleton University.   

 

Tell us why this project is important 

 

There is no indigenous history in the official annals of Rockcliffe and New Edinburgh. This project would 

be a huge step towards reconciliation in the community. The aim is to go beyond commemoration and 

integrate youth programming with indigenous organizations, notably the nearby Wabano Centre for 

Aboriginal Health with whom we are in contact. Indigenous and marginalized people have been 

disproportionately affected by CoVid. While the indigenous programming is still not finalized, primarily, 

the trail is currently used by marginalized people from Vanier. The 2.7 km trail provides an opportunity 



for better health by being immersed in nature with a totally absent indigenous identity. It therefore 

connects health with identity for indigenous people; for settlers, health, reconciliation and a connection 

to nature.  

 

Tell us about your project leadership. 

 

Most of the Kichi Sibi Trails leadership are seasoned canoeists. Half are Metis Algonquin. Most project 

beneficiaries are mostly Algonquin or at least Anishinaabe. The project and the Kichi Sibi Trails team 

lives or dies on Algonquin support, especially from Pikwakanagan First Nation. The Greenspace Alliance 

are very familiar with shared leadership, having shepherded the Poet's Pathway for 16 years before it 

became an organization in its own right.  

 

Indigenous organizations, namely Pikwakanagan First Nation, and, hopefully the Algonquin Tribal 

Council, will share the ownership of the data produced with Kichi Sibi Trails.  

 

Tell us about your project design, work plan & timeline. 

See attached milestones and timeline. 

 

The project has been prepared during CoVid so it has been designed to be flexible to accommodate 

changes in infection rates. This has meant weekly virtual team meetings. We have already dealt with 

infection by creating a web-based Jane's Walk. https://www.janeswalkottawa.ca/en/articles/189 

Ground truthing the location has required masks and social distancing. So the project is designed to be 

useful to people both virtually and physically. 

 

The essential part of the project is clear. The main laying of 100m of stone chips to the Ottawa River can 

be done by a loader and a compactor. However, a website that permit public input is required, as well as 

a botanic study, content creation, sign placement, commemoration, public engagement and youth 

programming.  

 

The objective is to collect all indigenous related data and stories about the trail, in a way that is relevant 

to the Algonquin and the general public. Carleton Geography have agreed to archive this data. They will 

provide two coop students to assist us if we fund them.  

 

To encourage the engagement of the local community, media interest and, moreover, develop web 

content, we will engage students from Vanier, Rockcliffe and New Edinburgh regarding the current users 



of the trails. The coop students will interview descendants of Chief Pinesi, including Pikwakanagan Chief 

Wendy Jocko and traditional grandmother Jane Chartrand.  

 

The meeting of milestones will trigger a discussion of lessons learned. Discussions with partners after 

major milestones will focus on deriving such lessons.   

 

Tell us about your outreach strategy once the project begins. 

We have outreached to a wide group including the local settlers in Rockcliffe and New Edinburgh via 3 

councillors, community associations, listservs, and community newspapers and Rideau-Rockcliffe 

Community Resource Centre to make them aware through conversation, meetings, articles and virtual 

products to engage them with the intention of including them in the continued celebration and 

maintenance of the project. Our virtual Jane's Walk and video has led to much interest and is getting 

into local media. We are developing a general video for Kichi Sibi Trails publicity and expect that to be 

completed by September. We have presented to Pikwakanagan's Chief and Council, the City of Ottawa, 

Catherine McKenna, and a canoeists' group of 60, and will present to 2 historical societies. 

 

We will engage local schools and students to interview current trail users and that will engage the 

interest of the local community. We will ask them to present to their school in the late fall.  

 

We have engaged 2 Algonquin artists to provide work for the project. We have specifically approached 

Wabano to ask them to execute projects on the trail, and hopefully to work together with the Ottawa 

Riverkeeper.  

 

Tell us how you will use inclusive digital design and manage data responsibly. 

The project has engaged the agreement of Carleton Geography professors, Fraser Taylor, Peter Pulsifer 

and Derek Smith to host and maintain the website information on their servers. They work with Inuit 

and Maya peoples to appropriately manage secure data hosting. The website will permit Algonquin 

people particularly to add directly to the website their information in an open data format. Technology 

procurement will be produced to avoid proprietary software as much as possible. The data will be 

owned by the Algonquin people and Kichi Sibi Trails.  

 

There will be cooperation with the City of Ottawa in the selection of a mobile application.  

 

Community Foundations of Canada recognizes people's life experiences are intersectional and complex 

and lists can be limiting; please describe, as you wish, the populations that will benefit from your 

project. 



 

While canoeists will benefit from improved water access, the trailway itself is currently primarily used by 

marginalized people from Vanier and this would continue and be expanded, especially by indigenous 

people. We plan for greater indigenous usage through direct programming, events, and awareness.   

 

Permit & approval details. 

Key elements of the trail area are on land the National Capital Commission and the City of Ottawa 

operates on. Their chief archeologist, Ian Badgely, is on record as supporting the project. We have 

approached the CEO, Tobi Nussbaum, and await his promised call back. The ward councillor, Rawlson 

King, supports the portage proposal (see letter) and well as other key councillors, namely his neighbour 

Mathieu Fleury, Theresa Kavanaugh, and Catherine McKenney. Crichton Community Council (which 

operates the Stanley Field House, is likewise supportive (see letter). City of Ottawa planning staff have 

been engaged for 8 months, and are likewise supportive (see letter).  

 

MP Catherine McKenna, responsible for the federal capital, fully supports the project.  

 

 

 

 


