
November 2022

Mayor Mark Sutcliffe
City Councillors

Dear Mayor Sutcliffe and City Councillors,

With a newly appointed Mayor and many new councillors, the City finally has an 
opportunity to see a change in the style of leadership and a re-ordering of priorities. 
Climate change means much more has to be done to protect our natural environment 
and biodiversity. There is a strong determination amongst Ottawa residents to see the 
protection of wildlife rather than the City’s outdated and inhumane methods of 
extermination that have been used for decades. From trapping and killing of beaver, to 
killing coyote and shooting elk and moose, Ottawa is known as a wildlife unfriendly city. 
This needs to change.

For years, residents and organizations have asked the City to adopt a progressive and 
humane Wildlife Strategy. A strategy was approved by Council ten years ago, but never 
implemented. Instead, for example, Ottawa spends $150,000 a year on a trapper to kill 
beaver. This money could be used for humane, environmentally beneficial, and cost 
effective methods such as being used in London, Ontario, that would protect City 
infrastructure while saving taxpayers the cost of a trapper and the extensive staff time 
needed for repetitive maintenance that would be unnecessary with flow devices.

Another example is the recent trapping of coyotes in Riverside South. Killing will not 
address the issue. Once removed, other coyotes will take their place. Traps are 
dangerous for children and pets, and they also catch and maim non-target wildlife. 
People need to alter their behaviour, which means stop feeding wildlife, ensure garbage 
is contained, and keep pets safely on a leash or indoors.

As the City boundaries expand, wildlife will continue to lose habitat. We need to coexist 
with wildlife rather than continue the vicious cycle of trapping and killing.  But we can’t 
achieve this without implementation of a progressive Wildlife Strategy, working with 
organizations that have the tools and expertise, and educating the public.

We, the undersigned, are asking for the following:
• Implementation of the Wildlife Strategy that was approved by Council ten years ago
• Utilization of education and enforcement tools that support coexistence
• Planning of new development that takes wildlife into consideration


