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My name is Bill Royds and I have been a member of the Greenspace Alliance since its inception in
1997. I have also in the past been chair and vice-chair. I value the natural environment of Canada's
capital because of its diversity. We live at the boundary between two of the major ecological regions of
Canada, so we have a rich choice of ecosystems to enjoy. But the pressure to expand the cities of
Ottawa and Gatineau is threatening this unique habitat and we must work to ensure that our unique
habitat is preserved.

An example of our richness I have found recently is around the Bayview O-train station. There are a
number of rare species in the scrub lands just north and east of the station . Here is a picture of some
Teasel (Dipsacus sylvestris), that is growing north of the station. This is a southern Ontario plant which
was used by cloth makers to "tease" the nap of newly woven cloth.




