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Erwin Dreessen, PhD
45 Confederation Private
Ottawa, Ontario K1V 9W6

Dear Dr. Dreessen:

Thank you for your correspondence, which you also addressed to several other elected officials,
regarding the previous government’s decision to transfer up to 60 acres of land from the Central
Experimental Farm (CEF) to the National Capital Commission to enable a long-term lease with
The Ottawa Hospital for the construction of its new Civic Campus.

As you pointed out, the CEF undertakes important scientific research for the benefit of farmers
and the agricultural industry across Canada. As an advocate of research and innovation in the
sector, I understand the importance of the work done at the CEF. Research and innovation
continue to be key to the success of our agriculture sector, and it is well known that the Farm has
exceptional research capabilities.

The Government very much supports The Ottawa Hospital in its efforts to determine the best site
for a new state-of-the-art facility. The Ottawa Hospital has indicated that it is currently reviewing
its options, and we support that review. We consider it to be crucial that the public has the
opportunity to express its views on the project. All interested stakeholders should be heard.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada officials will work collaboratively with the National Capital
Commission, The Ottawa Hospital, and other federal departments to ensure due diligence with

respect to final site selection.

Again, thank you for writing on this important matter.

Sincerely,
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Lawrence MacAulay, PC, MP
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