
You can’t put a price on good research

Re: Poilievre calls for rethink of Civic hospital location, March 30.

I see Conservative MP Pierre Poilievre wants the decision to build the new Civic hospital on the site of 
the former Sir John Carling Building revisited because it could cost more to build there than on the site 
across from the current hospital, which was approved without consultation by the former Conservative 
government.

The problem is, the site he favours would take out some of the most intensively used research land on 
the Central Experimental Farm and this would essentially spell the beginning of the end of this facility. 
This is the world-class research farm that developed the Marquis variety of wheat that helped open up 
Western Canada to farming, and short-season varieties of soybeans that can be grown successfully 
under Ontario conditions, among many other achievements. This research farm, if left intact, will 
continue to help ensure into the future a safe, affordable food supply for Canadians and the world.

It’s not possible to put a dollar figure on the benefits of this important work but, to be sure, it dwarfs 
any extra cost of building the hospital on the new site.

Christopher P. Dufault, P.Ag., Ottawa
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