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FHBRO HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT
WEST ANNEX (CAFETERIA, SIR JOHN CARLING BUILDING),
CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM, OTTAWA

FHBRO Number: 03-116 FINAL

DFRP Number: 54521

Resource Name: West Annex (cafeteria Sir John Carling Building)

Address: 930 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario

FHBRO Status: Recognized Federal Heritage Building

Construction: Between 1963 and 1967

Designer: Hart Massey

Original Function: Cafeteria

Current Function: Vacant

Modifications: No major modification to existing materials or spaces. The West Annex was

formerly attached to a central eleven-storey tower which was demolished in
2014, along with a three-storey wing.
Custodian: Publics Works and Government Services Canada

Description of Historic Place

Situated between Carling Avenue and Prince of Wales Drive, the West Annex (cafeteria Sir John Carling
Building) is located on the northeast side of the Central Experimental Farm {CEF). lt was constructed as one
of three distinct, inter-connected components of a complex, designed by notable Canadian architect Hart
Massey, which housed the national headquarters of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. The central, eleven-
storey office tower, and eastern, three-storey shipping and receiving wing have since been demolished,
leaving the West Annex as the only remaining component. The West Annex has a low, rectangular design
featuring three-hinged concrete arches which define the building’s distinctive curved roof with upturned eaves.
Between the prominently exposed concrete structural elements, vast expanses of glass enclose the interior
space. At the north fagade, and on portions of the east and west fagades, the glazing is full-height; on the
remaining exterior walls, glazing is restricted to clerestory windows positioned atop black granite panels. The
roof structure, with its subtly tapered arches, allows for a large, open cafeteria area free from columns or other
supports. The building is positioned on a high basement storey; the volume of the basement is clad in rough
cut limestone, and built into the picturesque landscape. The link to the former main tower is still intact, though
it no longer serves a connecting function.

Heritage Value

West Annex (Cafeteria Sir John Carling Building) is a ‘Recognized’ federal heritage building because of its
historical associations, and its architectural and environmental values.

Historical value:

The Sir John Carling Building (SJCB) was created as the National Headquarters and Administration Building
for the Depariment of Agriculture. It was also associated with the national theme of the post-war expansion
and consolidation of federal government services, specifically with respect to Canada’s national program of
agricultural research. The West Annex, which housed the cafeteria, was a supporting structure to the overall
objectives of the campus. The SJCB is also associated with the 1950 Gréber Plan for federal government
campuses in the National Capital Region, developed by the Federal District Commission. As the sole
remaining element of one such campus, the West Annex speaks to the expansion and subsequent decline in
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centralized, suburban headquarters. This decline is evident at the site of the West Annex, highlighted by the
demolition of the Sir John Carling Building itself.

Architectural value:

As part of the Sir John Carling complex, and as a stand-alone building, the West Annex is a very good
example of the work of Hart Massey. Though its visual impact may have been greater as a part of the
complex, its significance as a structure is not diminished by its current state as an individual building.

The West Annex is a very good example of mid-20t% century modermnist architecture, reflecting the basic tenets
of the International Style. The low single-storey, rectangular massing of the West Annex gives a strong
horizontal emphasis, while the bold, elegantly curved roofline, and the reinforced concrete three-hinged arches
lend expressive qualities to the building's form. A projecting concrete walkway cantilevers out over the
recessed basement, further emphasizing horizontality in the design. The concrete arches, prominently visible
both in and outside the building, is an expression of the West Annex’s structure. The design of the arched roof
precludes any need for columns or other supports, creating an unobstructed, highly functional interior space
for gathering, conference room and food preparation facilities. The flat expanses of floor-to-ceiling glass which
surround the dining area allow natural light into the main room, while clerestory windows serve fo illuminate the
south portion of the building.

The material palette of the West Annex has a modern aesthetic; materials used are of good quality, and
exhibit good craftsmanship. For both the interior and the exterior, concrete and glass are the most prominent
materials; on the exterior these materials are accented by aluminum mullions, black granite panels, and the
rustic, coursed limestone cladding of the recessed base. The roof is composed of pre-cast concrete roof slabs
which define its curved shape and uptumed eaves; its arched, precast concrete arches are left visible from the
interior. Oak trim is used as an interior finish.

Environmental value:

Situated within the Central Experimental farm, the West Annex, at present, occupies an open site near the
crest of a hill covered by trees and brush. Though the demoiition of the other buildings of the Sir John Carling
Complex has profoundly altered the site, (notably with regards to circulation patterns) the dialogue between
the West Annex and the landscape remains. Setback from adjacent streets, the West Annex is surrounded by
an open park-like landscape. The building is compatible with the picturesque character of Dow's Lake, and
has strong associations with the farm, the former campus, and the immediate landscape. The building is
conspicuous in the neighbourhood, and the site is well known by local residents.

Character-Defining Elements
The character-defining elements of West Annex (Cafeteria Sir John Carling Building) that should be respected

include:

Its modernist architectural expression, evident in:
- the low, rectangular single-storey massing with horizontal emphasis;
- bold structural concept, as demonstrated by elements such as the visible reinforced concrete three-
hinged arches;
- distinctive, elegantly curved, projecting roofline with upturned eaves;
- its refined geometry,
- flat expanses of floor to ceiling glass;
- clerestory windows; and,
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- projecting concrete walkway above the recessed base.

its functional design, represented in its:

- open, flexible, well-lit interior space;
- uninterrupted interior space due to long span roof structure; and,
- exterior cantilevered walkway which acts also as supplementary dining space.

its modern, good quality materials, including:
- exposed concrete arches with subtie tapering;
- concrete structure visible in and outside the building;
-  precast concrete roof slabs;
- black granite panels on the facade;
- rustic, coursed limestone cladding;
- large expanses of glass with aluminium mullions;
- interior oak elements/features, wood trim; and,
- the use of stone, marble brick and copper.

Its contexiual relationships, as evident in its:
- dialogue with the landscape, particularly in its compatibility with the picturesque character of
Dow'’s Lake; and,
- conspicuous location within the Central Experimental Farm.

For guidance on interventions, please refer to the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada. For further information contact FHBRO.
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